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These design guidelines were prepared in 2013 by graduate students in the Preservation Planning Class of Georgia State University’s Heritage 
Preservation Program under the direction of Richard Laub and Mary Ann Eaddy.  The students worked with the City Planner of Locust Grove as well 
as with the Historic Preservation Commission to ensure that the guidelines portrayed the intent of the local historic district and its design review 
process.
The Historic Preservation Planning Class would like to thank Jeff Mills, Chairman, Locust Grove Historic Preservation Commission, and the entire 
Locust Grove Historic Preservation Commission for their support.  We would also like to thank Tim Young, City Manager, Michael Price, Pastor at 
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I-75 corridor.  As the city’s historic environment as well as retail outlet center attracts new residents and 
visitors	alike,	preservation	of	historic	resources	is	key	in	continuing	to	appeal	to	prospective	residents,	
tourists,	and	businesses.		Due	to	community	support	for	the	preservation	and	maintenance	of	historic	




























the historic nature of Locust Grove.  













Historic Preservation Ordinance.  In cases where the strength of the language is unclear, it is best to err on 
the	side	of	caution	and	use	the	guidelines	as	requirements	in	order	to	best	comply	with	the	historic	




























National Register is only an honorary designation, but it enables owners of historic buildings to qualify for 
various federal grants, loans, and tax incentives. In most instances, National Register designation will not 
impact	the	right	to	use	and	control	the	appearance	of	private	property,	except	when	federal	incentives	or	
funding	are	attached	to	the	property.	The	Locust	Grove	Institute	building	is	the	only	structure	in	the	city	
that is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

































Ordinance is the law under which the LGHPC is formed and in which it carries out its duties discussed in 
these guidelines.








































































































































































aesthetic heritage of the city. To ensure its success, the Commission will follow the guidelines set forth by 
the	Secretary	of	the	Interior’s	Standards	for	Rehabilitation	regarding	any	changes	to	a	historic	property	that	
are	proposed.	The	Standards	will	also	be	referenced	in	order	to	determine	proper	rehabilitation	methods.	



























must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.






















frontier village revolving around agriculture. Legend has it that Locust Grove was named for a beautiful grove 
of	flowering	locust	trees	that	could	be	seen	from	anywhere	in	town.	By	the	mid-nineteenth	century,	the	village	
expanded	to	include	a	tavern,	general	store,	blacksmith	shop,	shoe	store,	school,	and	several	churches.	
Unfortunately, none of these antebellum structures are still in existence. 
The	completion	of	the	East	Tennessee,	Virginia,	and	Georgia	Railroad	line	ushered	in	a	unprecedented	period	
of	growth	to	the	city.	Completed	in	October	1882,	the	rail	line	filled	a	gap	between	Macon	and	Rome,	via	













Shoal Creek area became a hub of the African American community 
with	the	founding	of	the	Shoal	Creek	Baptist	Church.	For	a	period	






and sustainable lineage with several grave markers that indicate that 
a number of its members were likely born into slavery. Anchored by 
the church and cemetery, the surrounding community has acted as an 
African American core for decades, loosely bounded by Smith Street, 
Cleveland	Street,	L.G.	Griffin	Road,	Shoal	Creek	Road,	and	Indian	






One other African American center, known as Flatbush, sits 
directly behind the railroad tracks near the commercial 




from the rest of the commercial district. Although it is located 
outside of Locust Grove, the Rosenwald School at Unity Grove 
serves	as	another	physical	reminder	of	the	historic	African	
American community. The Rosenwald School was founded for 
African Americans in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries and remains today as a monument of African 





began to shift to a timber-based economy. With the deterioration of the timber industry in the second half of the 
twentieth	century	and	the	bypass	of	Highway	42	as	major	travel	highway	with	the	completion	of	Interstate-75,	
the historic core of Locust Grove was made vulnerable to decline. 
The	risk	was	negated	with	an	explosion	of	rapid	growth	in	the	metropolitan	Atlanta	area	in	the	1990s.	As	
commuters migrated out of the Atlanta area and into Locust Grove, the city transitioned from a small rural 
town	to	a	“bedroom	community,”	with	most	of	its	residents	working	in	or	near	Atlanta.	Like	most	towns	on	the	
periphery	of	the	metropolitan	Atlanta	area,	Locust	Grove	began	to	experience	suburban-scale	development.	























Locust Grove Institute as it stands today.  It now serves as City Hall. 
LGI	served	an	important	purpose	by	providing	college	preparatory	classes	and	was	one	of	the	first	schools	in	






member of the U.S. House from 1945 until his death in 1954.
1927	photograph	of	the	Locust	Grove	






Both the Great Depression and the introduction of public schools in Henry County led to the demise of LGI in May of 1930. 
The school remained empty until 1936 when the academic building served as a public elementary school for the city. While 
the closure of LGI ended its higher education endeavors, a reunion in 1961 had a turnout of over 400 former students who 
were clearly impacted greatly by their time at the school.
In 1983, the City of Locust Grove purchased the building. Numerous renovations were made and the structure was 
rehabilitated, modifying the interior to house various city government offices, presently known as the Locust Grove 
Municipal Complex. 
The LGI building was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on September 4, 1986. Serving educational, religious, 
and now civil service functions over the breadth of its existence made clear the local significance of the building. Substantial 
parts of the institute, such as the auditorium, retain much of their historic character, allowing the structure to serve a vital 















































number of stories. A single story residence is considered a cottage, while a residence with two or 




a two-story residence with gingerbread ornamentation will often fall into the Victorian style. 
Two	houses	can	be	the	same	type	but	a	different	style.
Not all houses and structures are considered historic.  In order to be considered historic, buildings 
generally	need	to	be	at	least	fifty	years	old	and	maintain	their	historic	integrity.	Some	buildings	are	fifty	
years old but have been altered to such an extent that they have lost their historic value, while other 
buildings	are	not	yet	old	enough.		These	structures	are	considered:	“non-contributing”	to	the	historic	













the west and an active railroad line to the east, this narrow commercial corridor contains the only locally 
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The commercial district contains several structures that have 
been	repurposed	to	be	commercial.	Built	in	1894,	the	Locust	
Grove Institute (LGI) was originally constructed as a school, 
renovated	to	house	the	various	city	government	offices,	and	
is currently listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 
LGI is located in the northern section of the historic district 
near the Locust Grove Cemetery and Locust Grove 
Recreation Center (formerly the Locust Grove First 
Baptist	Church).	These	structures	are	separated	from	the	
main downtown commercial district by various commercial 
infill	more	recently	constructed.	Located	at	the	southern	end	
of the district, the Pitts House is a new south cottage 
residence	that	has	been	modified	to	be	used	as	corporate	
offices.		





alike. This is a view of the recently renovated 
streetscape











Residential District                                                                                     4-3
Eastside Residential District 
Located across from the historic commercial district beyond the dividing railroad line, the Eastside 
Residential District is contained within the boundaries of Arnold Street, Highway 42, and Bowden Street. 
The	Eastside	Residential	District	features	an	eclectic	combination	of	residential	types	including	the	
Gabled Wing House, Gabled Wing Cottage, Mid-Twentieth Century Ranch, and New South Cottage.  
Residences tend to be one story in height, although the corridor does include several two and three story 
houses.		Architectural	styles	range	in	the	corridor,	but	the	Queen	Ann	style	is	visibly	prominent.		
Numerous	vacant	lots	are	interspersed	between	the	houses.		



















The Southwest Residential Corridor is located to the west of the main downtown commercial district.  












Setbacks are relatively shallow, with older structures 












and limited shrubbery.    Older houses have detached 
outbuildings, such as sheds, barns, and gazebos, while 
newly	constructed	residences	have	carports,	and	
enclosed garages.   There are no fences dividing the lots, 
but	there	are	a	few	examples	of	retaining	walls.		There	
are	no	sidewalks	or	street	curbing,	so	separate	pedestrian	






















Architectural Styles                                                                                        5-1
Houses	can	be	identified	in	many	different	ways	through	their	building	materials,	method	of	
construction,	type,	and/or	style.		Style	is	perhaps	the	most	obvious	identifying	factor	since	it	includes	the	





















on masonry buildings, to wood-framed houses that became the American tradition. Locust Grove’s most 































2. Porches covering street-view facades











Craftsman Style (1905-1930)                                                                     5-4
Influenced	by	the	English	Arts	and	Crafts	movement,	the	Craftsman	style	is	an	American	original	design	
with	popularity	spiking	in	the	early	twentieth	century.	These	houses	are	characterized	by	horizontally	




continuing column bases reaching to ground level.
2.	Low	pitched	gabled	roofs	with	wide	overhangs	
and	exposed	rafters.


















International Style (1920-1940)                                                               5-5
In	this	modern	and	eclectic	building	style,	functionalism	was	of	prime	importance	so	traditional,	often	
decorative elements of buildings were discarded. Although this style is rarely found in Georgia, Locust 
Grove	has	a	few	commercial	examples,	such	as	the	former	U.S.	Post	Office.
Characteristics:
1. Flat roof, usually without a ledge 
or	coping	at	roof	line.
2.	Windows	set	flush	with	outer	wall.
3. Smooth, unornamented wall 
surfaces with no decorative detailing. 




















number of stories. A single story residence is considered a cottage, while a residence with two or 
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1. Expansive glass windows separated by structural 
columns flanking door entrance.
2. Stores connected by common walls and similar 
building materials.















consisting of double hung windows. Locust Grove has just one multi-story commercial building in the 










- with large glass windows, brick facade, and double-hung 



























This historic Wood Frame Gable structure is on Jackson 











Single Pen                                                                                                   5-10
The	Single	Pen	type	is	rare	to	find	in	its	historic	form	in	Georgia,	but	most	that	do	exist	date	from	1850	to	
1900.  Due to its small size, the Single Pen is often found enlarged with additions.  Traditionally built as 
quick	shelter,	a	single	family	would	cook,	eat,	and	sleep	in	a	single	room.		Sometimes	a	rectangular	
version might be divided into two rooms.  There is only one Single Pen in Locust Grove, shown here 
with an addition to the back.
Characteristics:
1. Single unit, most commonly 
square but can be found in a 
rectangular form
2. Roof is usually gabled.
3. Chimney is at exterior of one end, 
but door and window arrangement 
varies.


















Gabled Wing Cottage                                                                              5-11
The	Gabled	Wing	Cottage	was	a	popular	late	nineteenth-century	house	type	with	many	examples	across	





2. Gable front at one end of a recessed
wing	that	is	parallel	to	the	facade.			
3. Front door leads to a hallway or directly 
into	the	room	in	the	wing;	porches	common.











Gabled Wing House                                                                                 5-12
This is a two-story version of the Gabled Wing Cottage and shares the same characteristics. Sometimes called a 
Gable-Front-and-Wing or Gabled Ell house type, Locust Grove has only a few two-story examples of this type.  Most 




2. Gable front at one end of a recessed 
wing	that	is	parallel	to	the	facade.
   





















Queen Anne Cottage                                                                                5-13
Queen	Anne	Cottages,	built	during	the	1880s	and	1890s,	were	popular	as	one-story	residences	in	both	
urban	and	rural	areas.		This	house	type	can	have	architectural	decoration	from	other	styles,	or	may	have	
no academic style.  Many houses in Locust Grove are Queen Anne Cottages.
Characteristics:
1. Main square massing with front- and 
side-projecting gables. 
2. Hipped or pyramidal roofs with 
interior chimneys.
3. Asymmetrical room arrangements 
without a central hallway. 
Note	the	pyramidal	roof	in	the	center	mass	of	this	Queen	
Anne Cottage on Peeksville Road, in addition to the 
















1. Main square massing with front- and 
side-projecting gables. 
2. Hipped or pyramidal roofs with 
interior chimneys.
3. Asymmetrical room arrangements 
without a central hallway. 
Illustrations	of	exterior	and	floor	plan	of	Queen	
Anne House.

















New South Cottage                                                                                  5-15
The	New	South	Cottage	was	a	popular	house	type	built	between	the	1890s	and	1920s	during	a	period	of	




1. Similar to a Queen Anne Cottage with 
central square mass, hipped roof, and gabled 
projections.  
2. Central hallway is flanked by pairs of 
rooms, often one side will project forward.
3. A paired gable, flush with the wall of the 


















1. Four main rooms and no hallways 



















Bungalow                                                                                                   5-17
While	Bungalows	were	a	popular	house	type	between	1900	and	1930	in	all	areas	of	Georgia,	there	are	




1.  “Long and low” with irregular floor 
plans within a rectangular shape
2. Full-front porches are common





















1. Always one story, sometimes with a 
basement if topography allows  
2. “Long and low” with simple or 
complex massing, often with attached 
carport  
3. Variety of building materials, but 
usually red brick  
4. Roofs are hipped or gabled, but with 







































threaten the overall character of the area.  












































































Historic Building Materials                                                                          6-3
Exterior materials of Locust Grove’s historic buildings are character-defining elements and should be retained whenever 
possible. Most often, one sees buildings with a brick or granitoid exterior. Some have been painted, and some are still 
unpainted. The corner bank has a particularly unique exterior finish of glazed brick. These existing historic materials, 
such as brick, wood, or granitoid (a manufactured stone wall cladding), should be maintained and repaired rather than 
replaced. When replacement is necessary, all effort should be made to replace in-kind, that is, with material similar in 
composition, size, shape, design, and texture. 
Guidelines
1. Historic exterior building surfaces should not be covered 
over with new materials, such as wood or vinyl 
siding, synthetic stucco, or stone. 
2. Masonry walls that have not been previously painted 
should remain unpainted. Masonry that is already painted  
should be maintained.
3. Never sandblast to clean or remove paint from buildings. 
Harsh cleaning methods physically damage 
masonry. 
4. Stain applications should be avoided unless they are the 
historic treatment for the structure. 
5. Restoration of historic architectural details is encouraged 
when they can be documented. 
6. Adding elements to a building to give it a false historic 
appearance is not appropriate. 
7. Elements highlighting the history of buildings or their 
elements and materials (such as stampings, engravings, or 




be made to maintain blind arches on 




















Storefronts                                                                                                       6-4
Storefronts	are	character-defining	features	of	historic	commercial	buildings	and	of	the	downtown	







1. There should be no removal of historic bulkheads, 
pilasters,	or	columns.	
2.	Display	windows	and	transoms	should	not	be	covered	or	
enclosed with a false front nor should they be removed. 
3.	Because	there	are	properties	constructed	in	various	eras,	
special	attention	should	be	given	to	maintaining	the	
historic character of the individual building based on its style 
and	period	of	construction.	Rehabilitations	may	be	based	on	
either	historical	evidence	or	a	new	design	that	is	compatible	
with the historic character and design of the building’s historic 
storefront. 
4. The use of traditional historic materials is encouraged. The 




thickness, and design as the historic. Tinted or mirrored glass 





This Locust Grove historic 
storefront	displays	cast	iron	












Entrances and Doors                                                                                       6-5
Existing	historic	entrances	and	doors	should	be	maintained	and	preserved.	Historic	door	openings	should	



















or cold air into 
a store when 




















































historic details on the exterior. 
6.	If	damaged,	historic	brickwork	should	be	repaired.	Effort	should	be	made	to	restore	historic	
brickwork when removing awnings or roof additions. 
7.	False	fronts	and	cladding	placed	over	historic	exterior	finishes	diminish	the	character	of	a	building	and	
































1. Fabric or canvas awnings must be of durable 
quality.
2. Awnings shall be attached to the building above 
the display windows and below the storefront cor-
nice or sign panel.
3. Awning frames of the storefront shall be 
reinforced without covering the storefront cornice 
or the piers. In a multi-story building, the awning 
should be positioned below the second story 
windowsills.  Where appropriate, awnings may 
simply cover the entry and not the entire storefront; 
or, alternatively, may cover the display windows of 
the storefront but not the entry.
4. A standard street-level awning should project 
four to seven feet from the building and should be a 
minimum of seven to eight feet above the sidewalk.
5. Awning signs must be painted or installed directly 
on the valence of the awning and may not be 
internally illuminated.
This awning is made of durable 
material and is installed at an 
appropriate	height	and	location	on	the	
multistory building.










Awnings Continued                                                                                        6-7
6.  Awning shapes shall be matched to the form of window 






























visible from the street.
3. Maintain existing cornice and eave details as visible 
from the street.
Here	is	an	example	of	a	historic	stepped-back	roofline,	common	on	

























Locust Grove has many detailed roof cornices in its commercial district, often with decorative brickwork.
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New Commercial Construction Overview                                                6-11
Because there is a high likelihood that growth and new construction is in store for Locust Grove, care and thought should 
be given to assure that any and all expansion will have a positive impact on reinforcing the character of the historic 
structures in the area. New construction need not be restricted to merely recreating previous styles and forms, but should 
be concerned instead with strengthening and reinforcing the uniqueness inherent in the downtown area through creative 
architectural designs.
Guidelines 
1. When carrying out a new construction project that will be visible from the public right-of-way, the established setback 
and orientation of the surrounding historic buildings should be respected.
2. Landscape elements associated with a new structure should be compatible with that of the surrounding area.
3. Any new construction should reference principal design characteristics that make the Locust Grove area unique to 

























1. New structures should not exceed the height of the surrounding historic buildings by more than one story. 
2. New structures should be of similar width and depth to nearby historic buildings
3. If a new structure’s width exceeds what is recommended, then the façade should be broken by a second entrance. This 























The orientation of a building is the direction which it faces. The historic commercial buildings in Locust 






1. New structures shall have similar setbacks as 
adjacent historic buildings. 
2. All buildings shall face the same street as adja-
cent historic buildings.
3. Parking should be located behind the building, 
not in front. 
Inappropriate	Orientation.	View	from	above.			
Inappropriate	Setbacks.	View	from	above
Inappropriate	Spacing.	View	from	above.	Looking down the historic commercial district. All the structures are 















Directional emphasis is determined by the building’s overall shape as well as the size and placement of its elements and 
openings on the front façade. This is important to maintain because buildings with a horizontal emphasis could be 
shorter and wider than buildings with a vertical emphasis or windows could be tall when they need to be wide. Mixing 
the two would cause the district to lose its uniform appearance. Historic buildings in Locust Grove are primarily one 
story with wide windows which give the buildings a horizontal emphasis. 
Guidelines 
1. Directional emphasis should be maintained. If the existing 
elements have a horizontal emphasis, then new 
construction elements shall have a horizontal emphasis. 
2. Commercial horizontal elements should be aligned with 
the existing elements of adjacent historic buildings to main-
tain the rhythm of the streetscape. 
Inappropriate	horizonatal	structure.		Avoid	buildings	that	appear	to	be	too	wide	compared	to	the	surrounding	context.		Front	view.	
Like many other buildings in the Locust Grove historic commercial dis-
trict,	the	structure	located	at	3904	Highway	42	has	a	horizontal	emphasis	




















Building Materials                                                                                         6-15
Building materials used in new construction should be harmonious with the surrounding buildings, not out 
of	place.	In	the	historic	commercial	district,	brick	is	the	preferred	and	primary	building	material.	Brick	is	a	
durable material which means that new construction built today could be a historic site of the future. 
Guidelines
1. Exterior siding materials should be limited to brick, natu-
ral stone (including granite, marble, sandstone, or any other 
natural stone to be approved by the HPC), 
manufactured stone (including imitation stone, marble 
terrazzo, and any other manufactured architectural finish 
stone approved by the HPC). 
2. Exterior siding materials such as aluminum, steel, vinyl, 
mirrored or reflective glass, cinderblock, unfinished con-
crete, fiberglass or plastic are prohibited. 
3. New brick patterns should be compatible with those 
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4. Floor heights should be distinguished through 
decorative cornices or other ornamental features.  
5.		Maintain	similar	fenestration	patterns	expressed	






















Entrances and Doors                                                                                     6-17
Entrances and doors are architectural features that are often overlooked. They are more than just functional. 
They	can	add	an	inviting	element	to	the	streetscape,	especially	when	located	directly	from	the	public	




1. It is recommended that entrances be centrally located. 
2. Entrances may be recessed but shall never extend further than the façade.
3. Doors should be made of similar materials as those in existing historic buildings.






























2. Burglar bars and steel roll down doors or curtains 
are	prohibited.	
3.	Windows	should	be	of	the	same	size	and	shape	as	
those in adjacent buildings or nearby historic 
buildings.
4.	Brick	patterns	should	be	similar	to	those	commonly	
found on nearby historic buildings. 
5. Windows should only be found on the street-level 
not	on	the	upper	facade	of	one	story	buildings.
The	windows	of	the	buildings	in	Locust	Grove	are	of	equal	size	and	placed	





























adjacent historic buildings. 
2.	Sloping	shed	roofs	with	a	parapet	wall	concealing	
them	are	preferred.





























entrances of any new commercial construction.





















control in the days before air conditioning.  The use of an awning on new commercial buildings in the district 
is	acceptable	and	compatible	with	the	character	of	historic	buildings	in	the	area.
Guidelines 
1.Awnings shall be attached to the building 
without	ground	support	columns.
2.	Fabric	and	canvas	awnings	are	acceptable	and	
should be durable in quality and shall be 
compatible	with	materials	used	in	adjoining	
historic buildings.
3.	Metal	and	vinyl	awnings	are	not	appropriate. This awning is made of durable 
material and is installed at an 
appropriate	height	and	location	on	
the multistory building.
Awnings should not cover the storefront cornice or signboard. Front view. 











































consideration should be exerted in regards to new construction as well. Any new construction in the Locust 
Grove historic commercial district should take cues regarding the scale, content and layout of their signs 
from	currently	existing	examples	along	with	the	guidelines	below.







multi-story building, the sign should be below the 




























6. Signs may be illuminated directly or indirectly.  
Neon	can	be	appropriate	for	flush-mounted	sign	
boards and window signs.
7. All sign area limitations shall be those in 
accordance	with	Chapter	15.24	(Sign	Regulations)	of	















Traditional Sign Locations.  Front view.  
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1. Additions should be smaller in scale and mass than the original structure.




5. Additions should be distinguishable from the existing structure.
Rooftop	additions	should	not	be	visible	to	pedetrians	walking	on	the	








































































































vertically oriented (taller than wide).






1. In an effort to maintain the historic character of the district as it currently exists, all residential access 
should be located on the back of any new mixed use construction.


















































recommendations from the LGHPC, the two bodies are encouraged to work together to maintain and 
preserve	the	historic	character	of	the	commercial	setting.
The	city	has	made	several	recent	improvements	














Locust Grove is striving to make the commercial district walkable in the face of a heavy volume of vehicular traffic. In its 
effort to do so, the city has added benches and other street furniture along the sidewalks and in Mayor’s Walk Park.




2. Street furniture should match the existing street 
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Exterior street lighting serves a variety of functions, from illuminating a pathway for pedestrians to drawing attention to 
the entrances and features of structures. Street lighting can accent any historic district, but design and placement should 
be carefully considered. 
Guidelines
1.	Street	lamps	should	match	existing	city-installed	lamps	
in both scale, design, and material. 
2.	Light	fixtures	shall	be	harmonious	and	consistent	with	
the historic character of the district. 














Pedestrian access to commercial structures is crucial to the success of a commercial district as sidewalks provide spaces 
for walking and personal interaction. Sidewalks contribute to the pedestrian character of a district and unify commercial 
areas. Sidewalks can either contribute to or diminish a streetscape’s appeal based upon the preservation, maintenance, or 
location of the walkway. 
Guidelines 
1. Historic sidewalks and walkways should be 
preserved	and	maintained.
2. Existing sidewalks along the main street corridor 
are	built	in	a	concrete	plank	pattern,	but	it	is	up	to	the	
















on the end of the commercial street blocks. 
Concrete sidewalks designed to resemble wooden 
planks	are	the	predominant	style	in	the	historic	
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All	properties	typically	have	a	means	of	both	pedestrian	and	vehicular	access,	with	vehicular	access	through	
parking	facilities	and	decks.	The	significance	of	these	features	is	often	overlooked,	but	parking	facilities	and	
decks affect the historic character of a district and should be carefully considered.  
Guidelines
1.	On-street	parking	is	acceptable,	but	parking	facilities	located	along	the	front	facade	are	prohibited.	























2. Fence construction is only allowed along retaining 
walls that are close to the street and should be similar 
in	height	and	style	to	historic	fence	types.		
3.	Plastic	or	metal	link	fences	are	prohibited.	
4. Wood, iron, or other historic materials are 
recommended. 
Although fences are rare in the commercial district, any existing fences should 
be maintained. 























1. Retaining walls are recommended when the street elevation is lower than the elevation of the buildings.
2. Preserve existing retaining walls and fences. 











































Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Accessibility                             6-33
Guidelines 








Consideration for the needs of people with disabilities is necessary when planning the design of any commercial site. All 
commercial areas should be free of obstacles and accessible to people with disabilities in accordance with the Americans 
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Green	Tip: 




Exterior materials of Locust Grove’s historic buildings are character-defining elements and should be retained whenever 
possible. Most often, one sees a residential building with a brick or wood exterior. Some have been painted, and some are still 
unpainted. These existing historic materials should be maintained and repaired rather than replaced. When replacement is 
necessary, all effort should be made to replace in-kind, that is, with material similar in composition, size, shape, design, and 
texture. 
Guidelines
1. Historic exterior building surfaces should not be 
covered over with new materials, such as wood or 








are the historic treatment for the structure. 
5. Restoration of historic architectural details is 
encouraged when they can be documented. 
6. Adding elements to a building to give it a false 
historic	appearance	is	not	appropriate.	




Why synthetic siding should not be used on historic structures:































many of the architectural styles found in Locust Grove. 
Foundation rehabilitation should closely match the 
character and nature of the original.  
2.	Brick	piers	should	be	maintained	and	restored	when	
possible.		Additionally,	brick	piers	should	not	be	







where concrete masonry units (CMUs) have been used.  
In those cases, it is recommended that CMUs be recessed 
and	painted	in	a	dark	color	as	to	differentiate	the	historic	
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Guidelines




match the original in both style and 
size	and	keep	with	the	historic	nature	
of the building.
2. Windows may not be tinted or 
colored unless there is evidence of 
existing decorative windows.
3.	Decorative	window	panes	must	




must be on the inside of the windows.
5. Exterior storm windows, when 
needed, should have sashes that match 
the existing windows, but are 
generally to be avoided.
6. Shutters should match the size of the 
window and be located in areas where 
they can function. 
7. Shutters should not be added to 
windows where there is no evidence 
that	they	previously	existed.
Window	shutters	should	fit	the	window	opening.		Front	view.	
The sash division on storm windows should match the window division 
Green	Tip: 
Adding either interior or 
exterior storm windows 
will	not	only	improve	
the	energy	efficiency	of	
historic windows, but 
will also raise the 


























Doors are an important character-defining feature of the exterior of a historic house. Doors can enhance the character of a 
historic house, but just as easily as detract from it. 
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Guidelines 
1.	Historic	doors	shall	be	maintained	when	possible.		
2. When rehabilitation of a historic door is not 
possible,	the	replacement	should	match	the	historic	in	
size,	shape,	paneling,	and	pattern.
3. Storm doors should not obscure or distract from the 
historic doors. Full-length clear glass storm doors are 
recommended. 
4. Storm door glass  should not be tinted or colored.
5. Historic screen doors should be maintained when 
possible.








for the Locust Grove area and can be 
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The historic houses of Locust Grove feature brick chimneys, many with decorative brickwork.  While the houses consistently 





and mortar that match the historic materials. 
3. Many houses in this area have detailed brickwork 
at	the	top	of	the	chimney.		Repairs	should	be	made	to	
match these features.  When a chimney requires 
replacement,	this	detailing	should	be	replicated.		
4. Chimneys should not be removed or obscured by 






















community. Although new technologies and materials are changing how society lives, alterations of such 








5. Dormers are recommended only to be added to houses that historically had this feature. 
This houses located on Jackson Street uses large roof shingles to brings a unique     
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This houses front gable on Jackson Street maintained its historic detailing to maintain the 
historic character of  Locust Grove.
Maintenance	Tips: 
-If	removing	paint	is	necessary,	it	should	be	removed	
from brick using a technique that will not damage the 
masonry.		Using	low-pressure	water	to	remove	paint	is	
the	preferred	technique.		
-Sandblasting should never be used to clean masonry.  
 
-If removing mortar, use tools that will not damage the 
brick 




bricks contracts in the cold.  Portland cement is a 
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Architectural	details	of	historic	houses	in	Locust	Groves	define	the	style	of	the	house	and	period	of	time	in	which	
the house was built. 
Guidelines
1. Architectural details of houses should be maintained and repaired. 
2. No additional architectural details should be added to emphasize a false architectural style. 
3. Although Locust Grove has several different style houses, architectural details located in one area should not be borrowed or 











Porches provide a leisurely outdoor living space.  In Locust Grove, porches on historic structures help define the architectural 
style and era of the house.  
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Guidelines 
1.	The	same	material	used	on	historic	house	should	be	used	to	repair	the	porch.	Architectural	elements	such	as	





may be screened on the front and sides. 








causing decay.  
-Vulnerable	joints:		If	floorboards	are	not	installed	correctly,	water	can	
seep	through	them	and	damage	the	underlying	framing	of	the	porch.	





































































existing at the front of the building.
2.	Concrete	and	Asphalt	are	the	most	commonly	used	materials
3.	Off-street	parking	is	recommended	for	all	commercial	buildings	with	residential	character.
4. Parking lots shall be located next to or behind commercial structures with residential character.
5.	Side	and	rear	entrances	are	preferred	for	commercial	buildings	with	residential	character.
6. There must be a minimum amount of room for adequate turning radii for commercial and noncommercial 
needs	(i.e.	fire	truck	&	ambulances).	
7.Refer	to	Locust	Grove	Ordinances	for	specific	measurements	and	widths	of	driveway	and	lot	for	
commercial buildings in residential areas.
This	house	on	Jackson	Street	shows	an	example	
of	an	appropriate		driveway	for	commercial	use	































































The ordinance centers on ground signs.
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Guidelines
1. Locust Grove’s ground signs should be a maximum of 4ft. high and 5ft. wide. 
2. The signable area should be a maximum of 10 sq. ft. There can only be one sign on the lot.
3. The sign must be set back 5ft. from the right away.
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New	construction	in	a	historic	district	can	either	be	an	asset	by	creating	buildings	that	complement	the	




































Setback is the distance from the main street lot line and the front of the building. 
Guidelines: 
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Guidelines
1.	New	construction	should	be	of	similar	height,	width	and	proportions	as	surrounding	historic	buildings.
2. Limit the number of stories of new construction to be equal to adjacent structures on either side. Building 










































































characteristics of the historic building and surrounding historic structures. Locust Grove features several styles of 
architecture	that	vary	from	block	to	block;	as	a	result,	each	addition	should	be	reviewed	within	the	context	of	its	
location and surrounding historic district.  






































































historic integrity of the building.
3.	Design	the	addition	so	that	a	minimum	amount	of	historic	materials	and	character-defining	elements	are	
obscured, damaged, or destroyed.
4.	Design	additions	and	alterations	to	non-contributing	(non-historic)	properties	so	they	do	not	detract	






































































Landscaping is an important feature of the historic district. It is a unifying element that enhances the overall character of a 
neighborhood.  Development of the landscape should be respectful of the topography of the site as well as its relationship to 
the historic structure.  The design should be sensitive to the style of the house as well as the surrounding properties.   
Guidelines
1. Proposed plant material should be native species. 
2. All proposed landscape development should reflect the historic character of the district.  
3. Historic trees, shrubs, and ground covering should be preserved. 
4. All tree removal must comply with the City Ordinance, Chapter 12.12 and 15.38.
5. Trees should only be removed if they are either dead, diseased, or are a public safety threat. 
6. If a historic tree is removed, a new one must be planted in its place.  
7. All new development projects must make arrangements prior to start of construction to protect and preserve historic 
landscape features.  






























































































3. Driveways should not be located in front of the house. If there is not a feasible alternative, driveways installed 
in	the	front	of	a	house	must	be	hidden	from	public	view	with	either	evergreen	vegetation	or	an	appropriate	fence	
or wall.  
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or business uses should not be located in the front yard.  
3.		Off-street	parking	is	recommended	for	all	commercial	building	with	residential	character.		
4. Parking lots should be located next or behind commercial structures with residential character. 
5. There must be a minimum amount of room for adequate turning radii for commercial and noncommercial 
needs	(i.e.	fire	trucks	and	ambulances).		Refer	to	Locust	Grove	Ordinance	for	specific	measurements	and	widths	of	
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Within the residential districts of Locust Grove, there is no street curbing.  If curbing is added in the future, stone 





































Exterior Lighting                                                                                                 7-36
Exterior	lighting	is	used	not	only	to	showcase	architectural	features	at	night	but	it	also	promotes	a	safe	living	
environment.		Typically,	the	porch	ceiling	is	the	best	place	for	exterior	lighting.		Recessed	modern	lighting	fixtures	
can be installed as to not disturb the historic character of the front façade of the house.  
Guidelines
1.	Existing	historic	lighting	fixtures	should	be	preserved	and	maintained.	
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Green	Tip:	
Introduce rain barrels and cisterns to collect rain water for re-use. 













































character of the district
4.	Where	the	property	has	previously	been	classified	as	non-contributing	to	the	district
Demolition by neglect is the destruction of a building through abandonment or lack of maintenance, or the 
gradual	deterioration	of	a	building	when	routine	or	major	maintenance	is	not	performed.	
A building may be declared to be in a state of demolition by neglect in one of the following situations:
 
1.	Where		a	structure’s	parts	may	fall	and	injure	the	public




5. Where the structure has been condemned or deemed to be unsafe to live in by the city.
If	a	demolition	application	is	approved,	prior	to	any	demolition	efforts,	it	is	recommended	that	the	property	be	












The relocation of contributing buildings within the local historic district can have a negative effect on the character 
of	the	building	itself	and	the	district	as	a	whole.	Relocation	should	be	considered	when	the	only	other	option	is	
demolition. 
A building relocated from outside the designated historic district onto a vacant lot within the district must be 
compatible	in	mass,	scale,	site,	and	setting.	A	building	being	relocated	is	appropriate	if	it	meets	all	requirements	











































following guidelines can be followed:
1.	Historic	materials	such	as	brick	and	stone	that	are	unpainted	must	remain	unpainted
2.	If	known,	historic	building	colors	should	be	used	and	maintained.	If	unknown,	a	color	scheme	that	reflects	the	
historic style of the building and character of the district should be used
3. The color of trim and decorative detailing should contrast with the color of the wall. Trim and detailing should 
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Locust Grove Heritage Foundation: 
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Preservation Brief 1:	The	Cleaning	and	Waterproof	Coating	of	Masonry	Buildings
Preservation Brief 2:	Repointing	Mortar	Joints	in	Historic	Masonry	Buildings
Preservation Brief 3: Conserving Energy in Historic Buildings
Preservation Brief 4:	Roofing	for	Historic	Buildings	
Preservation Brief 5: Preservation of Historic Adobe Buildings
Preservation Brief 6: Dangers of Abrasive Cleaning to Historic Buildings
Preservation Brief 7: The Preservation of Historic Glazed Architectural Terra-Cotta
Preservation	Brief	8: Aluminum and Vinyl Siding on Historic Buildings
Preservation Brief 9:	The	Repair	of	Historic	Wooden	Windows
Preservation Brief 10: Exterior Paint Problems on Historic Woodwork
Preservation Brief 11: Rehabilitating Historic Storefronts
Preservation Brief 12: The Preservation of Historic Pigmented Structural Glass (Vitrolite and Carrara Glass)
Preservation Brief 13:	The	Repair	and	Thermal	Upgrading	of	Historic	Steel	Windows
Preservation Brief 14: New Exterior Additions to Historic Buildings: Preservation Concerns
Preservation Brief 15:	Preservation	of	Historic	Concrete:	Problems	and	General	Approaches




Preservation	Brief	18: Rehabilitating Interiors in Historic Buildings 
Preservation Brief 19:	The	Repair	and	Replacement	of	Historic	Wooden	Shingle	Roofs
Preservation Brief 20: The Preservation of Historic Barns
Preservation Brief 21:	Repairing	Historic	Flat	Plaster	--	Walls	and	Ceilings
Preservation Brief 22:	The	Preservation	and	Repair	of	Historic	Stucco
Preservation Brief 23: Preserving Historic Ornamental Plaster
Preservation Brief 24: Heating, Ventilating, and Cooling Historic Buildings
Preservation Brief 25: The Preservation of Historic Signs
Preservation Brief 26: The Preservation of Historic Log Buildings
Preservation Brief 27:	The	Maintenance	and	Repair	of	Architectural	Cast	Iron
Preservation	Brief	28: Painting Historic Interiors
Preservation Brief 29:	The	Repair,	Replacement	and	Maintenance	of	Historic	Slate	Roofs
Preservation Brief 30:	The	Preservation	and	Repair	of	Historic	Clay	Tile	Roofs










Preservation Brief 39: Holding the Line: Controlling Unwanted Moisture in Historic Buildings
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Adaptive	Use: Rehabilitation of a historic structure for use other than its original, such as a residence converted 
into	offices.		
Addition: New construction added to an existing building or structure. 
Alteration:	Work	which	impacts	any	exterior	architectural	features	including	construction,	reconstruction,	repair,	
or removal of any building element.  
Appropriate:	Especially	suitable	or	compatible.	
Arch:	A	curved	symmetrical	structure	spanning	an	opening	and	typically	supporting	the	weight	of	a	bridge,	roof,	
or wall above it.
Architectural: Pertaining to architecture, its features, characteristics, or details. 
Architecture:	The	art	and	science	of	designing	and	building	structures	in	keeping	with	aesthetic	and	functional	























Character: The qualities and attributes of a structure, site, street, or district.  
Clapboard:	A	long,	thin,	flat	piece	of	wood	with	edges	horizontally	overlapping	in	series,	used	to	cover	the	
outer walls of buildings.
Column:	An	upright	pillar,	typically	cylindrical	and	made	of	stone	or	concrete,	supporting	an	entablature,	arch,	
or other structure.
Compatible: In harmony with location and surroundings. 
Concrete Masonry Unit (CMU): Large rectangular, concrete blocks.
Contemporary:	Reflecting	characteristics	of	the	modern	period.		










building and districts. 
Double Hung Window:	a	window	having	two	sashes	that	slide	up	and	down.
Dormer:	A	window	that	projects	vertically	from	a	sloping	roof.
Eave: the overhang at the lower edge of a roof.
Element:	A	material	part	or	detail	of	a	site,	structure,	street,	or	district.	
Elevation: A scale drawing of the side, front, or rear of a structure.
Entablature:	A	horizontal,	continuous	lintel	on	a	classical	building	supported	by	columns	or	a	wall,	comprising	
the architrave, frieze, and cornice.
Fabric:	The	basic	physical	elements	of	a	building.		
Façade: Any one of the external faces or elevations of a building.  
Fanlight: A small semicircular or rectangular window over a door or another window.
Fenestration: The arrangement of windows and doors on the elevations of a building.
Flashing:	Pieces	of	sheet	metal	used	to	weatherproof	joints	and	angles,	as	where	a	roof	comes	in	contact	with	a	










of cohesiveness or related historical and aesthetic associations.  
Hood Molding: Projecting molding over a door or window.











Mortar: A mixture of lime with cement, sand, and water, used in building to bond bricks or stones.
Mortar Joint:	the	spaces	between	bricks,	concrete	blocks,	or	glass	blocks,	that	are	filled	with	mortar	or	grout
Muntin:	A	bar	or	rigid	supporting	strip	between	adjacent	panes	of	glass.
New Construction: Construction which is characterized by the introduction of new elements, sites, buildings, or structures or 
additions to existing buildings and structures in historic areas and districts.   
Non-Contributing: A building, site, structure, or object that does not add to the historic significance of a property or district.
Order: In classical architecture, a particular style of a column with its entablature having standardized details.  
Orientation: The relative physical position or direction of something.
Overhang: The projection of an upper story or roof beyond a story below.  
Pane: A framed sheet of glass in a window or doors. 
Parapet: A low, protective wall along the edge of a roof, bridge, or balcony.
Pediment: A low-pitched triangular gable above a façade, or a smaller version over porticos above the doorway or above a 
window; a triangular gable end of the roof above the horizontal cornice; often decorated with sculpture.
Pier: A pillar, generally rectangular in cross section, supporting an arch or roof.
Pilaster: A rectangular column, especially one projecting from a wall.
Pitch: the slope and inclination angle of a roof in building construction.
Pointing: Cement or mortar used to fill the joints of brickwork, especially when added externally to a wall to improve its 
appearance and weatherproofing.
Portico: A small entrance porch or covered walk consisting of a roof supported by open columns.  













Sidelight: A window at the side of a door or another window.
Spall:	A	small	fragment	split	off	from	the	face	of	a	stone	or	masonry	unit.		










of several styles. 
Window Light:	An	individual	pane	of	glass.
186
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might be used as a convenient and credible way to identify a community’s historic resources, followed by local district 
designation,	which	would	further	protect	and	enhance	those	resources	through	the	process	of	design	review.	Conversely,	a	



















A National Register historic district is a historic district that is listed in the National Register of Historic Places. The National Register is 
our country’s official list of historic places worthy of preservation. It includes individual buildings, structures, sites, and objects as well as 
historic districts that are historically, architecturally, or archaeologically significant. 
National Register listing recognizes the significance of properties and districts. By doing so, it identifies significant historic resources in a 
community. Boundaries of National Register districts are tightly drawn to encompass only concentrated areas of historic properties. 
Information compiled to nominate a historic district can be used in a variety of planning and development activities. National 
Register listing also makes available specific preservation incentives and provides a limited degree of protection from the effects of 
federally funded, licensed, or permitted activities.
The National Register is maintained by the U.S. Department of the Interior. In Georgia, the National Register program is administered by 
the Historic Preservation Division of the Department of Natural Resources. Districts and other properties are listed in the National
Register through a 17-step process that involves identification, documentation, and evaluation. National Register historic districts most 
commonly encompass central business districts,residential neighborhoods, industrial areas, rural areas, and occasionally, entire 
communities.
Local Historic District
A local historic district is a district designated by a local ordinance, which falls under the jurisdiction of a local historic preservation 
review commission. A local historic district is generally “overlaid” on the existing zoning classifications in a community. Therefore, a 
local district commission deals only with the appearance of the district, not with the uses of those properties. 
According to the 1980 Georgia Historic Preservation Act which makes such local designations possible, a local historic district is a 
“geographically definable area, urban or rural, which contains structures, sites, and/or works of art which have special historical or 
aesthetic interest or value; represent one or more periods or styles of architecture typical of one or more eras in the history of the 
municipality, county, state, or region; and cause that area to constitute a visibly perceptible section of the community.” 
The designation of a local district protects the significant properties and the historic character of the district. It provides communities 
with the means to make sure that growth, development, and change take place in ways that respect the important architectural, 
historical, and environmental characteristics within a district. Local designation encourages sensitive development in the district and 
discourages unsympathetic changes from occurring. This happens through a process called design review, whereby the historic 
preservation commission approves major changes that areplanned for the district and issues Certificates of Appropriateness which allow 


































































listed in the National Register, it does not automatically fall under local historic district zoning, but may be a 
stepping-stone	to	future	local	designation.
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